
I’m Trying to Be Like Jesus Song Story 

Share a story interwoven with teaching the lines of this song to 
keep the kids engaged in learning each part of the song. 

 

Find the full lesson plan, extension ideas,  
and song suggestions in the blog post here: 

https://www.primarysinging.com/im-trying-to-be-like-jesus-
song-story/ 

 

Do not share this file directly.  

See our terms of use on the last page. If you’d like to 
share this printable, simply share the link to the post!  
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I’m Trying to Be Like Jesus Song Story 

This is a story about a little boy named Riley who went to kindergarten. Riley loved to go to kindergarten and play with the 

fun toys. He learned to write his name, count to 100, and tie his shoes all by himself. 

One day, Riley noticed that some older boys were teasing a boy in his class. These boys said some unkind things to his friends. 

Riley wasn’t sure what to do. He didn’t think it was fair for these boys to be mean, but he didn’t want them to say mean 

things to him too. 

*Teach the first two phrases of the song. “I’m Trying to Be Like Jesus; I’m following in His ways.” 

That night, Riley went home to talk to his mom. He told his mom that the boys were saying unkind words to his friend. “Mom, 

what should I do? When they say those mean words, I just want to push them or tell them to go away.”  

“I’m so sorry they are being unkind to your friend. Sometimes people do and say things that hurt our feelings.” Mom said. “It’s 

important to remember that saying unkind words or using our bodies to hurt others is not a good way to help.” 

*Teach the next line of the song. “I’m trying to love as He did in all that I do and say.” 

Riley still wasn’t quite sure what to do, but he remembered the song he started learning in singing time the week before. “I’m 

trying to be like Jesus” he whispered to himself on the way to school. 

At play time, Riley noticed that the older boys were calling his friend unkind names again. He felt his face getting warm and 

scrunched up his fists. 

*Teach: “At times I am tempted to make a wrong choice, but I try to listen as the still small voice whispers,” 

But then he remembered what his mom talked about the night before. How could he be like Jesus? Riley decided to be brave. 

*Teach the entire chorus. “Love one another as Jesus loves you. Try to show kindness in all that you do. Be gentle and 

loving in deed and in thought. For these are the things Jesus taught.” 

Riley took a deep breath, walked over to the boys, and said calmly, “Hey, this boy is my friend. He is always nice to me and I 

don’t think it’s very kind to say those mean things to him.” The boys nodded their heads and apologized. Riley was grateful for 

his courage to be like Jesus, even when it’s hard.



 
 

Permissions & Use Policy 
Thank you for downloading this printable. Your download grants license for the personal and church use of the individual purchaser. This license may also 

extend to other co-teachers, assistants, or others who may help and assist you in teaching this lesson. That means, you may purchase and print and utilize this 

printable as well as prepare this lesson as an activity for a substitute or with the help of an assistant. You may also share the printed resources with your 

immediate predecessor (the music leader who follows you) for use during the remainder of the current year’s lesson plans. 

Our digital files may not be further passed on, shared, distributed, or given out to any other individuals. In sharing the printed resources, the license does not 

continue to extend to those individuals for use beyond the continuation of use for which it was initially purchased for with a limited-use license. 

Any additional music leaders, teachers, assistants, or other individuals who would like their own personal copy of the digital files and resources should obtain 

their own copy with license. Copies of all our resources can be found at www.PrimarySinging.com. 

 

Copyright Protection 
Copying any part of this work, sharing digital copies, distributing by print beyond the use permissions, or any other form of releasing this file is a violation of 

copyright law. Additionally, it is a violation of copyright law adapt or modify and share this digital work as your own creation when sourced from another 

person’s copyrighted work. 

We do encourage, and appreciate, sharing the direct link to our original resources and files with those who may be interested. You can additionally share how 

you used and adapted the files for your own use to inspire others for how they might choose to use these files within the acceptable use policies. 

 

Help & Feedback 
If you need any help or additional information on the acceptable use and policies of our digital files, you can reach out to us directly from the contact form or 

email address shared on our website www.PrimarySinging.com. 
 

We would love to hear ideas on how to improve and additional ideas for use of our printables! We welcome your feedback and experiences! You can also share 

your experiences using the hashtag #PrimarySinging on your favorite social media channels. 

Thank you for your support! 
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