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When Joseph Went to Bethlehem Hand Actions 

How to Play:  
- Sing through When Joseph Went to Bethlehem once before introducing the hand actions.  
- Introduce the first 2-3 hand actions in order, following the guide below with all the actions.  
- For the first line of the song, you’ll have the kids pound their fists one on top of the other 

twice while singing “Joseph”. Then, point to the right twice as you sing “went to”. Add in 
some stomps as you sing “Bethlehem”.  

- Do you think you can do those actions with me? Demo them once again and have the 
children follow along. Now sing through the song using your brand new actions!  

- Continue adding 2-3 actions at a time and then singing the song together from the 
beginning. 

- This will add in a ton of repetition and lots of focused repeating of each line with a 
meaningful action to help them remember the song!  

Hand Actions: 
- When Joseph (pound fists twice)  
- went to (point right right)  
- Bethlehem (stomp 3 times) 
- I think he took (pound fists twice)  
- great care (patsch twice) 
- To place his tools (pound fists twice)  
- and close his shop (stomp 3 times)  
- and leave no shavings (swipe away shavings x3) there. 
- He urged the (pound fists twice)  
- donkey forward then (3 lx point both fingers forward)  
- with Mary on its back (patsch 4x once per word) 
- And carried (pound fists twice)  
- bread and goat cheese (eat twice)  
- in a little linen sack. (Throw sack over your shoulder) 

Alternate Activities:  
- Teach one type of sign at a time – for example, add all the double fist actions first. Then, 

teach add in the stomps, next the pointing actions, etc. 
- Have the children come up with their own actions for several of the keywords.  
- Cut up the action symbols and mix them up. Demo the actions, and have the kids put the 

cards back in the correct sequence!  

- Divide the room into 3 groups. Have them sing and do the action like they would sing a 
round! Group 1 sings the first line while group 2 does the actions. Now group 2 sings and 
group 3 does the actions. Finally, group 3 sings and group 1 will do the actions. To add 
another layer to the challenge, have the other group clap for each word!   
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When Joseph went to Bethlehem I think he took great care to 

 

 

 
 

place his tools and close his shop and leave no shavings there.  

                                                He urged the donkey forward then 

 

 

 

with Mary on its back and carried bread and goat cheese in a  

                                                                                little linen sack. 
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 FIST        EAT      SACK 
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Permissions & Use Policy 

Thank you for downloading this printable. Your download grants license for the personal and church use of the individual purchaser. This license may also extend to 

other co-teachers, assistants, or others who may help and assist you in teaching this lesson. That means, you may purchase and print and utilize this printable as well 

as prepare this lesson as an activity for a substitute or with the help of an assistant. You may also share the printed resources with your immediate predecessor (the 

music leader who follows you) for use during the remainder of the current year’s lesson plans.  

Our digital files may not be further passed on, shared, distributed, or given out to any other individuals. In sharing the printed resources, the license does not continue 

to extend to those individuals for use beyond the continuation of use for which it was initially purchased for with a limited-use license.  

Any additional music leaders, teachers, assistants, or other individuals who would like their own personal copy of the digital files and resources should obtain their 

own copy with license. Copies of all our resources can be found at www.PrimarySinging.com. 

 

Copyright Protection 

Copying any part of this work, sharing digital copies, distributing by print beyond the use permissions, or any other form of releasing this file is a violation of copyright 

law. Additionally, it is a violation of copyright law adapt or modify and share this digital work as your own creation when sourced from another person’s copyrighted 

work.  

We do encourage, and appreciate, sharing the direct link to our original resources and files with those who may be interested. You can additionally share how you 

used and adapted the files for your own use to inspire others for how they might choose to use these files within the acceptable use policies.  
 

Help & Feedback 

If you need any help or additional information on the acceptable use and policies of our digital files, you can reach out to us directly from the contact form or email 

address shared on our website www.PrimarySinging.com.  

We would love to hear ideas on how to improve and additional ideas for use of our printables! We welcome your feedback and experiences! You can also share your 

experiences using the hashtag #PrimarySinging on your favorite social media channels.  

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.primarysinging.com/
http://www.primarysinging.com/



