
 

WHEN JOSEPH WENT TO BETHLEHEM ACTING | This lesson plan was created by PrimarySInging.com and is protected material. Do not distribute. 

When Joseph Went to Bethlehem 
Sing & Act Skit 

Act out the sweet scene evoked by this song as 
you sing When Joseph Went to Bethlehem in 

primary.  
 

Find the full lesson plan, extension ideas,  
and song suggestions in the blog post here: 

 
https://www.primarysinging.com/when-

joseph-went-to-bethlehem-acting/  
 

Do not share this file directly.  
See our terms of use on the last page. If you’d 

like to share this printable, simply share the 

link to the post! 
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When Joseph Went to Bethlehem Script 
 

*Play an instrumental introduction to When Joseph Went to Bethlehem as Joseph 

enters. 

Joseph enters with keys in his pocket.  

*Boys Sing: “When Joseph went to Bethlehem, I think he took great care to place 

his tools and close his shop and leave no shavings there.” 

Joseph walks over to the table and places the tools in a toolbox. He places the 

toolbox on the floor and sweeps the floor. He removes the wood shavings from 

the table and ensures that the table is organized. He pulls the keys from his pocket 

and pretends to lock the door.  

*Girls Sing: “He urged the donkey forward then, with Mary on its back and carried 

bread and goat cheese in a little linen sack.” 

Mary enters, holding a fabric bag with bread and cheese. The donkey kneels next 

to her, and Joseph and Mary begin walking toward the stable.  

*Boys Sing: “And close beside the manger bed, he dimmed the lantern’s light and 

held the little Jesus close upon that holy night.” 

Mary quietly sits near the cradle while Joseph turns on the lantern. Joseph gently 

holds baby Jesus.  

*Girls Sing: “I think there at the busy inn that he was meek and mild and awed to 

be the guardian of Mary’s sacred child.” 

Joseph stands and clears away the hay while Mary holds baby Jesus.   

*All Children Sing: “Perhaps all through the chilly hours he smoothed the 

swaddling bands, and Jesus felt the quiet strength of Joseph’s gentle hands.”  

Joseph and Mary hold baby Jesus together and smile. When the music ends, 

Joseph shares his testimony.  
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Permissions & Use Policy 
Thank you for downloading this printable. Our download grants license for the personal and church use of the individual 

purchaser. This license may also extend to other co-teachers, assistants, or others who may help and assist you in 

teaching this lesson. That means, you may purchase and print and utilize this printable as well as prepare this lesson as 

an activity for a substitute or with the help of an assistant. You may also share the printed resources with your 

immediate predecessor (the music leader who follows you) for use during the remainder of the current year’s lesson 

plans.  

Our digital files may not be further passed on, shared, distributed, or given out to any other individuals. In sharing the 

printed resources, the license does not continue to extend to those individuals for use beyond the continuation of use 

for which it was initially purchased for with a limited-use license.  

Any additional music leaders, teachers, assistants, or other individuals who would like their own personal copy of the 

digital files and resources should obtain their own copy with license. Copies of all our resources can be found at 

www.PrimarySinging.com. 

 

Copyright Protection 
Copying any part of this work, sharing digital copies, distributing by print beyond the use permissions, or any other form 

of releasing this file is a violation of copyright law. Additionally, it is a violation of copyright law adapt or modify and 

share this digital work as your own creation when sourced from another person’s copyrighted work.  

We do encourage, and appreciate, sharing the direct link to our original resources and files with those who may be 

interested. You can additionally share how you used and adapted the files for your own use to inspire others for how 

they might choose to use these files within the acceptable use policies.  

 

Help & Feedback 
If you need any help or additional information on the acceptable use and policies of our digital files, you can reach out to 

us directly from the contact form or email address shared on our website www.PrimarySinging.com.  

We would love to hear ideas on how to improve and additional ideas for use of our printables! We welcome your 

feedback and experiences! You can also share your experiences using the hashtag #PrimarySinging on your favorite 

social media channels.  

Thank you for your support! 
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